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KOTA KINABALU: The process of bringing home some 11,653 Sabahan students from 
higher learning institutions in the peninsula and Sarawak is expected to be competed by 
Hari Raya Aidilfitri, said State Education and Innovation Minister Datuk Dr Yusof Yacob 
(pic). 
He said the first movement of students from the peninsula to the State involved 574 
students from Sultan Idris Education University (Upsi), Wednesday, via two flights which 
arrived at the Kota Kinabalu International Airport (KKIA), at 11.55am and 2.30pm. 
Another batch of 574 from Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS) were also flown back to 
Kuching using two flights at 2.45pm and 5.30pm. 
 
Yusof also disclosed that the movement of the first batch of students to the peninsula is 
scheduled to be conducted on May 10. 
“The process was coordinated by my Ministry, together with the Higher Learning 
Ministry and the Education Ministry to ensure the movement of students is smooth,” he 
said after monitoring the situation at the KKIA, Wednesday.  
“The students’ movement is according to the procedures set by the State Government 
where they need to undergo swab sampling tests before being allowed to enter Sabah, 
and for those who had yet to be tested, they can do so at the KKIA upon arrival. 
“Once their samples had been taken, they can return to their houses for home 
quarantine. 
 
“For those symptomatic, they will be placed in quarantine centres and for those whose 
houses are not suitable or do not fulfil the criteria for isolation, then they, too, will be 
placed at quarantine centres.” 
Among the unsuitability are the lack of a private room with toilet or a house with many 
residents and there are elderlies living in the house with them. 
“With the implementation of this procedure, the issue of shortage of quarantine centres 
will not arise,” he said. 
He added, for students returning from overseas and had yet to be quarantined in Kuala 
Lumpur, they must be placed in quarantine centres for 14 days. 
 
Yusof said, the number of students returning to Sabah from the peninsula was 9,655 
while from Sarawak, it was 1,998, while some 3,375 students are returning to their 
hometowns from Sabah – 2,506 from the peninsula, 803 from Sarawak, and 66 from 
Labuan. 
The flight expenses were covered by the Higher Learning Ministry, including the 6,628 
students within Sabah. 
To this end, UMS was appointed as Sabah Zone manager where it is responsible to 
manage all movement of students out, in and within Sabah. 
